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were given considerable prominence in the newspaper.
For weeks the French public existed in a fool's paradise,
continuing to live their normal lives, oblivious of a
possible disaster. Every now and again their illusions
would be temporarily shattered by Paul Reynaud, who
made some magnificent speeches. The Prime Minister's
role has always been that of a lone prophet, and he was
crying out in a wilderness of official optimism which
concealed an abyss of pessimism.
The case of the war correspondents was a glaring
example of mis-spent opportunities for doing propa-
ganda. They were unpopular with the French General
Staff from the first. General Gamelin, when war
broke out in September, stated that he did not want
to have any journalists at the front, nor any broadcasts
about the war. The General Staff wanted to keep the
war to themselves, to be a military elite controlling
the destinies of the country. They refused to admit
that this was a new type of warfare in which the part
pkyed by the civilian could be almost as important as
the part played by the soldier. They failed to realize
that the very fact that Hider knew little of military
strategy, and that most of his generals had not served in
the last war, was a strength, not a weakness. The
German Staff broke free of military theory, which
clouded French vision, and invented ingenious methods
of breaking down the morale of the civilian population,
which pkyed as important a part in the achievement of
success as the military operations themselves. Propa-
ganda was used in every form by the Germans, but die